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WASHINGTON -- Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced                today that the final version of the FY Š99 Transportation Appropriations                legislation includes $500,000 for the deployment of the latest transit                and traffic management technologies for the Montachusett Regional                Transit Authority (MART). The FY '99 Transportation Appropriations                agreement is expected to clear the House and be signed by the President                next week.              

Congressman Olver is a member of the House Transportation Appropriation                Subcommittee and included the earmark in the FY Š99 bill.              

"The public transportation that MART provides is already invaluable                for many people to get to their jobs. This funding will make the                transit service even more effective and efficient," Olver said.              

The funding in the Department of Transportation Appropriations                bill is earmarked under the Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS)                program, which deploys cutting-edge traffic management technologies.              

The Montachusett Regional Planning Commission has proposed -- and                the Appropriations bill provision is directed toward -- an Advanced                Vehicle Locator (AVL) system to implement innovative transportation                management strategies, such as the use of Global Positioning Satellites                and advanced coordination of transit schedules.              

The AVL is intended to allow for continued growth and expansion                of service resulting in more clients served, improved travel and                safety in the region, and increased cost effectiveness.              

Additionally, the AVL will improve dispatching and routing of the                nearly 130 vehicles (serving 3,000 to 4,000 riders per day) within                the MART service area.             
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